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Utah's congressional delegation
should back the downwinders

“Let us strive on to finish
the work we are in to bind up
the nation’s wounds, to care for
him who shall have borne the
battle and for his widow and his
orphan.”
— Abraham Lincoln,
Second Inaugural Address

United States is good
at paying for war — cur-
rent annual Depart-
ment of Defense bud-

get, $841 4 billion — but not so
good at paying to aid those who
have been harmed by it.

Members of Congress who
vote against any weapons pro-
gram risk getting labeled as un-
patriotic.

But propose compensa-
tion for service members who
were sickened by Agent Orange
in Vietnam, or _y burn pits in
Iraq, or for first responders who
became ill and died from con-

RECA. The fact that none of
them now backs it is appalling.
RECA first became law in

1990, Utah Sen. Orrin Hatch

weren't in uniform, aud, like
the rest of us, were lied to by
their own government about

A July 16, 1945, photo shows an aerial view after the first atomic explosion at Trinity Test Site, NM.

1t’s the least we can do. But
Lee and Maloy, among others,
don’t even want to do that

They only want to extend the

taminated air at the site of the
World Trade Center, and some
can only complain about the
cost.

Witness that the entire Utah

leading the way. It

congress 1 d ion is op-
posed to the newest version of
the Radiation Exposure Com-
pensation Act.

Utah Sens. Mitt Romney
and Mike Lee shamefully vot-
ed against the bipartisan bill
that passed the Senate, 69-30,
March 7. They said the estimat
ed $50 billion over the six-year
life of the bill was too much.

Utahns should contact their
representatives — Blake Moore,
Celeste Maloy, John Curtis and
Burgess Owens — and demand
that they support the new

how dangerous those tests real-
Iy -

provided compen O l" l{ The original RECA
sation for people in A A only applied to those
Utah and a few other \ l h\‘ living in a small num-
states suffering from — ber of counties, vastly
the dinary By the Tribune underestimating the
number of cancer Editorial Board ~ continent-wide spread
cases linked to being of radioactivity, and
downwind of open-air only to those suffering
nucléar weapons testing. from  from specific ailments. It also
19450s Trinity test through the  didn't include anyone in oth-
1960s. er parts of the country exposed

The many thousands of to radiation from mining, refin-
people affected have become

known as the downwinders.
They are casualties of war, the
Cold War, just as much as are
those who were maimed or
killed in combat.

They have borne the battle
Except they didnt volunteer,

ing axrsh‘ma‘ of nuclear ma-
terialt

The proposed extension of the
law would remedy those short-
comings and raise the per-per-
son benefit from $50.00€ to
$100,000. Which, for a case of
terminal cancer. aint much.

existing, insufficient, RECA.
which expires next month, for
two more years. It is as if some
in Congress want to keep stall
ing until all those in need of aid
have died

You might think a bill to help
Americans who were harmed
by their own government — the
dreaded Deep State — would be
right in Mike Lee's wheelhouse.

But Lee also opposed ex-
tending aid ior the Ground Zero
first responders. Lee and Rom-
ney both opposed legisiation to
help veterans of the Iraq and
Afghanistan wars suffering
from the effects of toxic burn
pits, counting pennies against
human lives.
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UTAH HOMELESS SERVICES BOARD

Temporary shelter isn't enough. To truly help the
chronically homeless, we must focus on trauma.

tahns take pride in our exceptional-

Iy high quality of life — a testament

to the strength of our local communi-

ties. The se communitics form the bed-

rock of our sccess, providing safe and

supportive environments. However as
Utah attracts new investments and sustained
growth. we are faced with eyolving challeng-
es that jeopardize our state's Nvability Among
these is the familiar issue of homelessness

s isn't limited to the Wasatch

Front. During Utah’s 2023 point-in-time
¢ t. 3687 individuals home-
k s from Logan to St. George when
counted on a single night in January. Farther
more. acoording to the Utal Homeless Man-
agement Information System. nearly 30,000
individuals accessed some form of homeless
Services in 2023. These ind
familiar faces: they are ow
friends and our family

RANDY
SHUMWAY

ERINJ.
MENDENHALY

SPENCER P.
ECCLES

Much like the rest of the nation, the chal
lenges of homelessness in Utah extend be-
3 factors. While employ-
myert and affordable housing are crucial, they
alone are not enough to solve the issue, This
is. in part. because we must recognize and
address the different types of homelessness

ifferentiation

affecting our communities — di
1= vital for creating solutions that uplift those
in need and provide them with the tools to
achieve huma dignity.

The Utah Eomeless Services Board, cre-
ated by HE298 in the 2024 General -
iative Session, is i

response to a mpidly evohing is
week we met for the first time to the
next chapter in Utaly's efforts to home -

lessmess. As members of the Board's execu-
tive committee. we are eager 1o share our
vision.
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